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Share the Arts (for FREE!)

A lively arts environment benefits the community most when lots of people participate.  To help maximize participation in arts events - music, dance, theatre, museums, festivals, and more - ArtsWave is delighted to promote offerings throughout our region.   We encourage you to share a FREE arts experience with family and friends.

Macy’s Arts Sampler celebrates the creative things — music, dance, theater, museums, and festivals — happening in large and small ways throughout our region. This festival is a great opportunity for families, friends, and neighbors to connect with one another and experience the arts through free events on February 11, February 25 and March 10. For a schedule of events visit www.TheArtsWave.org/arts/sampler
Experience something unique.  After select performances at Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, audience members are invited to meet and connect with cast members as part of the Meet the Artists program; or come on opening night and stay for the post-show cast party.  

Want to know more about a performance?  Attend The Playhouse Perspectives lecture series featuring acclaimed theatre artists, panelists and scholars who will examine the issues related to the show prior to one performance of each Marx Theatre production (show ticket not required for Perspectives). 

Explore your community art center - Kennedy Heights Arts Center offers gallery exhibitions to enjoy as well as receptions and multi-cultural events that allow the community to imagine, create, celebrate and grow together (year round).
Spend a couple of hours exploring the creative spaces and one-of-a-kind artwork at The Pendleton Art Center and numerous Main St/OTR Galleries during Final Fridays and Second Look Saturdays, 6 p.m. -10 p.m. the last Friday of each month and 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. that Saturday (year round).
The University of Cincinnati’s College Conservatory of Music attracts some of the world’s most talented young musicians, actors, and artists to our community.    Check out one of the many free performances throughout the year where they share their talents (year round). 

Look forward to Mondays!  Contemporary Arts Center offers free admission to the ever changing visual and interactive experiences 5-9 p.m. on Monday evenings.  Or stop in for a Saturday afternoon break and enjoy 44, the monthly “open house” series where the CAC presents a variety of creative endeavors for the community (year round).
Free Sundays are a great time for families and everyone to visit the Taft Museum of Art. If you make it on a Third Sunday Funday (select third Sundays), you will find even more fun events and activities to explore, create and play.  If you can’t make it on a Sunday, don’t worry - children under 12 are always free and parking is free with admission.  The Taft has more than great art, they also offer FREE concerts and events throughout the year such as the Fall Jazz Series and Duncanson Artist-in-Residence Events (year round).
Make a night of it with Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra— Enjoy a free light dinner buffet before each CSO Masterworks Thursday night Dinner & Concert performance or come early to Friday or Saturday night CSO concerts for “Classical Conversations,” a casual, informative discussion led by CSO conductors and musicians, guest artists and members of musical community. 

Visit the Fitton Center for Creative Arts galleries as often as you like to explore their continually changing displays of high quality exhibitions in an informal, family-friendly atmosphere. While there, discover the artist in you at ~*CReaTioN STaTioN*~ which invites you to create and display art of your own or check out Music Café, a showcase of local musicians at 7 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of each month (year round).
Cutting edge contemporary to primitive folk art, The Carnegie Visual and Performing Arts Center shares the best of local and regional artists with everyone in The Carnegie Galleries (year round). 

We have some very talented neighbors – the famous May Festival Chorus is made up of volunteers from across our region.  They share their love of music with the community in free neighborhood concerts with the May Festival Youth Chorus and public choral workshops.  Free concert on December 4, 2011 at the Taft Museum of Art. 

Explore the galleries and special exhibitions at Cincinnati Art Museum on your own or get a more in depth view with Gallery Talks or one of the various tours offered by the museum.  If your family visits on the weekend, stop by Artworld, an interactive discovery area for families featuring hands-on activities 11a.m. to 5p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.  Family First Saturday also offers themed performances, scavenger hunts, hands-on art activities, artist demonstrations, storytelling, and more on the first Saturday of each month (year round).
Gather a group of friends, explore a new area and see how many ArtWorks public art projects you can find on a self-guided tour.  The Big Pig Gig, Bats Incredible!, Flower Power, MuralWorks, and the newest Queen City Art Racks add to the vibrancy of neighborhoods all over our region (year round).
Blue Ash Montgomery Symphony Orchestra brings the square in Blue Ash to life with free concerts during the summer months.  Look for other concerts throughout the year at locations around the community, including a concert featuring all of your classic holiday favorites in December.  Visit http://bamso.org/concerts.htm for more details (Summer / December).
Get the most from your opera experience.  Cincinnati Opera artistic director, Evans Mirageas, provides overviews and insight into each opera one hour prior to each performance for ticket holders during Opera Insights.  Don’t miss Opera Goes to Church!™, a summer evening of gospel, jazz, and classical music in the community.  Also look for the Back to the Zoo concert when the Cincinnati Opera returns to its first home, the Cincinnati Zoo, for one night each summer.  Be sure to reserve your free tickets early to share these unique and spirited musical experiences (June-July).
Nothing to do in the middle of the week?  Wednesdays on the Green offers great performances Wednesday evenings at 7pm.  Bring a picnic, kick back on the grass, enjoy the show and meet some new friends on the beautiful lawn at Clifton Cultural Arts Center (June-July).
Come out and experience the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra as they step out of the concert hall and bring the well known classics to your neighborhood with their Regional Pops Concerts; or catch the Pops at Riverbend where children 12 and under receive free admission on the lawn (summer).
Share a summer evening with Cincinnati Shakespeare Company as they bring the beautiful language of Shakespeare to your own backyard with Shakespeare in the Park - transforming our local parks into an imaginative wonderland that captivates and delights audiences of all ages (July–Aug).
Pack a picnic and bring your family to enjoy a Kentucky Symphony Orchestra performance under the stars during their summer concert series at Devou Park in Covington (July–Sept). 
Be one of the first to share an exciting regional, world or off-Broadway premiere production at Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati during their popular Pay-What-You-Can Previews.
Everyone can dance.  Cincinnati Ballet Otto M. Budig Academy offers a variety of dance classes for all ages and lets you try them out for free during Dance Week (October).
